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The oil tank D has a sight glass and regulating tap,
so that the amount of oil running into the trough in
a given time can be accurately measured and regulated,
and the whole instrument is fixed above the pile of wool
which falls from the rollers and the fan which clears
them. The oil spray ceases directly the rollers stop,
because the brush B is driven from the roller shaft or
wheels in gear with it, and a connection is made to the
tap of the tank, which automatically stops the flow of
oil when the machine is thrown off.
If the sight glass be plainly graduated, it is very
easy to regulate accurately the quantity of oil applied
to any lot or pile of wool; and as the oil is always falling
in an almost invisible spray, every lock of wool receives
its allowance as it leaves the rollers, and no wool can
go to the card with too much or too little lubricant.
There are many more complicated apparatus on the
market than this. In one case, after the application
of finely divided oil, the wool was pressed between
heavy and hot iron rollers, which spread every drop
of oil over a large surface of fibre. Probably they did
;their work very well, but there is always a chance of the
wool being cut between two metal surfaces; and as
there is always a short interval between the processes
of washing and carding, there is time for the fine oil
spray to spread and be absorbed without artificial aid.
Different men will always incline to different methods,
and it 'is improbable that finality has been reached in
this process. For example, powerful pneumatic spray
diffusers might well be used for the purpose. Only three
things are essential, and if these are attained the method
is of little moment.
1.  The amount of oil applied must be easily measured,
recorded, and regulated whilst the machine is running.
2.  The oil must be finely divided when applied to the
wool.